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COLLEGE PAST ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS

The Academic Department of Urban Planning and Environmental Management at Global College of Engineering and 
Technology organized a seminar on March 30th, 2022 about “Sustainability in Energy-The Future”. The seminar was 
presented by Eng. Alaa Al Kiyumi,  Section Head of Revenue Assurance & AMR, from Muscat Electricity Distribution 
Company (MEDC). The main topics covered during the seminar included energy sustainability, Oman energy direction 
and the future of energy generation and smart grids.
Electricity is considered as one of the main streams that needs to be monitored to ensure sustainability. Smart meters 
aren’t just protecting the environment and saving energy in the homes of consumers. In fact, the installation of these de-
vices across the wider electrical grid could be crucial in the development of a smarter future. A Smart grid is a two-way 
system that acts as a safeguard, automatically rerouting power in case of equipment failure and power outages. They 
integrate information technologies with renewable energy sources, creating a two-way conversation between suppliers 
and consumers. This conversation is enabled by smart metering devices, which accurately monitor power consumption 
at a granular level. In line with Oman’s vision 2040 for energy, 100% energy smart meters will be in service in Oman by 
2026. Smart electricity meters will be installed in a phased manner across the country to upgrade power supply services. 
The seminar raised awareness among UPEM students and academic staff about energy management, energy saving 
and Oman’s vision 2040 for energy. The contribution of the Omani Energy sector in mitigating climate change and main-
taining a healthy and sustainable environment was recognised.

Early warning center, the 
multi-hazard early warning hall.

Oman earliest record of meteorologi-
cal data and weather condition 

observations. 

Students of Environmental Manage-
ment and Practices at the Meteorology 

and Air Navigation Complex.

Field trips are a vital function for education, in particular for Urban Planning and Environmental Management specializa-
tions. They link the classroom experience with the real world, enhance learning and give the learner and educator valua-
ble experience. A visit to the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) has been organized by UPEM for two groups of Environmental 
Management students on Thursday, the 17th of March and Monday, the 21st of March with Dr Suad Al-Kindi and Ms 
Zamzam Al-Rawahi, respectively. The visit was quite interesting due to the varied practical and theoratical lessons that 
students and academic lecturers received. This particular field trip was directed at improving students’ and academic 
staff’s knowledge base grounded in the classroom concerning climate change, disaster management in the country and 
data analysis and management of meteorological conditions. The field trip program included an orientation about CAA 
missions in the main conference room in the Meteorology and Air Navigation Complex. Mr. Saif Al-Rashdi presented on 
the maintenance and calibration of equipment in CAA laboratories; Mrs Samah Alshibli presented on climate change and 
adaptation; and Eng Musa Al-Kalbani presented on protecting the ozone layer. The visitors then visited the early warning 
center in the multi-hazard early warning hall and were exposed to the real practice of disaster management, including 
warning systems and data management in the country. In fact, Oman has one of the oldest records of meteorological 
data collection in the region. 
During this visit, the students had a chance to learn about instrumentation and the principles of work in CAA laboratories. 
They were exposed to the new technologies and standard practices used in meteorology and disaster management. 

Dr. Suaad Al-Kindi
Senior Lecturer

Ms. ZamZam Al Rawahi
Assistant Lecturer

FIELD TRIP TO CIVIL 
AVIATION AUTHORITY 

(CAA)   

CAA maintenance and calibration laboratory.

Dr. Suaad Al-Kindi | Senior Lecturer

SUSTAINABILITY IN ENERGY-THE FUTURE 
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PROUD MOMENTS 

In January and February 2022, 
the Oman Authority for Academic 
Accreditation and Quality Assurance 
of Education (OAAAQA) conducted 
training on the Institutional Standard 
Assessment (ISA) External Reviewer 
(ER) and General Foundation 
Programme (GFP) Audit External 
Reviewer, respectively. Dr. Eman 
Al-Naamani (Head of the Quality 
Assurance and Compliance Office) 
was appointed ER for ISA and Pro-
gramme Standard Assessment (PSA) 
in the field of Chemistry programs; 

Dr. Javeed Hussain and Dr. Irfan 
Memon have been awarded 
Members of British Computer 
Society (BCS) with designatory 
letters MBCS. It requires extensive 
experience and reflects Professional 
accomplishment and maturity. Its 
worldwide membership is currently 
more than 65,000 in 100 countries 
and it is the qualifying body for 
Chartered IT professionals (CITP). 
The British Computer Society (BCS) 
is a professional body and a learned 
society that represents those work-
ing in information technology (IT) 
and computer science, both in the 
United Kingdom and internationally. 
BCS membership gives you a broad 
range of benefits and is the gateway 
to professional registration and 
chartered status. We develop our 
skills and shape our career paths, 
build expertise and access the latest 
thinking.  

Dr. Ahmad Hosseini has been 
awarded the  Professional Member-
ship of TESOL International Associa-
tion with post-nominal professional 
letters TESOLPM. This is after his 
two decades of experience in 
teaching English  and professional 
accomplishment. This Association is 
an international organisation with 
thousands of members in “Teaching 
English to Speakers of Other 
Languages” from around the world. 
We are pleased that Dr Ahmad 
Hosseini has become a Professional 
Member of the TESOL International 
Association, as this recognition is a 
splendid gain for GCET as well.

We are pleased to have Dr. Javeed 
Hussain and Dr. Irfan Memon join the 
elite rank of  BCS members. We are 
proud of their professional achieve-
ments that led to their recognition.

Dr. Amjed Sid Ahmed Mohamed 
(Director of Research and Innovation 
Office) was appointed ER for PSA 
in the field of Computer Science 
programs; and Dr. Ahmed Husseini 
(Head of Foundation Studies) was 
appointed ER for PSA in the field of 
Social Sciences programs.
The OAAAQA register of ERs includes 
distinguished people from Oman 
and other countries. The training 
conducted by OAAAQA was very 
productive and comprehensive, 

covering an overview of the quality 
management system in higher 
education in Oman in addition to the 
review procedures implemented 
in the academic accreditation 
process; Stage 1 Quality Audit and 
Stage 2 Standard Assessment. The 
OAAAQA designs and delivers these 
trainings using the “Train the Train-
er” approach.  The ER-appointed 
college staff is expected to spread 
the acquired knowledge throughout 
the GCET staff.

Dr. Muhammad 
Irfan Memon

Senior Lecturer

Dr. Javeed 
Hussain

HoD of EEE

APPOINTMENT OF GCET STAFF 
AS OAAAQA EXTERNAL REVIEWERS 

BCS MEMBERSHIP GRADE ELEVATION TESOL INTERNATIONAL 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP 
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